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Q: As a student signed up for the hybrid model, I am concerned about what would happen if I have to stay home for 
2 weeks due to COVID symptoms. How would I be taught as my teacher would not be doing live lessons online? 

A: Students having to stay home for days or weeks due to illness, family emergencies, etc. has always been a part of 
schooling. Teachers will work with students to ensure they have access to materials and can continue to stay 
connected to the learning. 

 

Q: I am wondering if elementary students will receive textbooks to have hard copies to read sources from? As 
opposed to always reading and referencing online texts. 

A: Yes. Schools have plans for distributing materials including textbooks, workbooks, and materials needed for 
learning. Please contact your child's teacher and/or school if you have not received information. 

 

Q: I am wondering how students in the CL model will receive school supplies? Still from their “home” school? 

A: Schools will be distributing materials next week. CL2.0 Students will pick up materials from their home school. 

 

Q: Curious what percentage of kids are participating in distance learning? 

A: About 90% of K-12; the other 10% include those students served in small groups at Preschool through 12th 
grade. About 20% of our students at the elementary level have officially registered for Continuous Learning 2.0. 

 

Q: My daughter is working harder than ever and up late most nights. A lot of this is caused by having to study 
further in order to meet teaching assignments being given with a lack of full understanding of what was discussed 
the same day. What is being done to help create a better balance for our kids and rebalance this workload? 

A: There is certainly a learning curve to both the teaching and learning aspects of remote learning. Teachers will be 
engaging in professional development to help examine scope, sequence, and pace given the structure of remote 
learning. Adjustments will be made throughout the year. Student feedback directly to teachers is highly encouraged. 

 

Q: Hybrid students have had materials pick up days. Will CL 2.0 students be afforded the same? 

A: Schools will be distributing materials next week to both hybrid and CL2.0 classrooms. CL2.0 Students will pick up 
materials from their home school. 

 

Q: My son is doing well with online learning. The teachers he has are phenomenal. 

A: Thank you so much for sharing. Glad he is doing well. 

 

https://bit.ly/37alx36


Q: I’m wanting to switch from Online to Hybrid to get my teacher back and I want to know why they’re making me 
wait. 

A: We are working closely with the administrators of CL and Hybrid to adjust class rosters as space in both models 
allow. 

 

Q: I’m wondering why assessments are still occurring/required, as it doesn't seem like an accurate reflection of 
student’s ability. Due to our current situation, assessments should be put on hold. 

A: Our district has streamlined the assessments that are benchmark assessments. District benchmark assessments 
such as Star Early Literacy, Star Reading, Star Math, and Acadience are still being administered because our state has 
not waived the accountability reporting for program effectiveness. In addition to pacifying the reporting 
requirements, those assessments are critical to measuring growth or lack of growth in student's learning. These are 
also only one snapshot and one data point that will be used by teachers to design their instruction to the whole 
class, small groups, and individual students. 

 

Q: I am interested in knowing if we can set re-evaluation dates further in the future, such as January, March, etc. to 
re-evaluate trying hybrid, rather than the possibility of continually having plans change or having to bounce back-
and-forth between virtual and hybrid for more consistency and predictability for families. Thank you. 

A: A timeline will be shared during this presentation. 

 

Q: Given that Sumner has decided not to return until January based on guidance from TPCHD, what is the plan for 
Puyallup, and why would it be different than other districts? 

A: A timeline will be shared during this presentation. 

 

Q: My daughter has been told that if she chooses to stay in distance learning, she'll be removed from the CTE credit 
class that she is currently enrolled in. How is the school district going to accommodate those who only have a year 
left to get these required credits completed if you remove them from a class already in progress? 

A: While we can't guarantee that students choosing distance learning will be able to keep their exact schedules, we 
will make the necessary accommodations to ensure that a student’s credits and/or graduation is NOT impacted by 
their choice of learning model. 

 

Q: I am wondering how it is equitable to have 35+ students in K-3 CL classrooms while hybrid classes have 10-20? 
How can teachers support so many students successfully? This doesn't seem right especially since we are really all 
still in CL and will be for the foreseeable future. 

A: We recently added additional staffing to the CL 2.0 model. Currently, class sizes at K-3 in the CL 2.0 model are 
below target levels and more closely resemble class sizes in a typical school year. In addition, we are continually 
monitoring class sizes between the two models to achieve greater balance between the two. More on this later in 
the presentation. 

 



Q. Since in person was put on hold, is there new “projected dates” on when in person learning will happen for High 
Schoolers? Or is it still sometime after Nov 3rd with no actual projection? 

A. We will be sharing information tonight. 

 

Q. Long story short the state has given power to the school districts to open up as they want so when is the date we 
will be reopening or is that answer to be given after Nov 3rd? 

A. A timeline will be shared during this presentation. 

 

Q. I am concerned about the changes made to the online program our child was in at Dessie Evans. The model was 
AWESOME! However, the recent change has resulted in a much less effective program that looks and feels very 
disjointed. Are there plans to go back to the online model that was in place prior to the decision to host a hybrid 
model? 

A. All teachers are following the continuous learning instructional model. Families may see changes in the time of 
live sessions, but the instructional model remains the same. 30 minutes for Morning Meeting, 30 minutes of live 
reading, 30 minutes of math, 30 minutes of small group learning, and 30 minutes of social studies or science. In 
addition to this, students will also continue to see their specialists. 

 

Q. When we are cleared to start hybrid by the health department, how long will it take the district to start hybrid? 

A. Once the targeted case rate is met, the TPCHD recommends we wait 2 weeks to ensure the low number of cases 
are sustained. 

 

Q. Why are SPED classrooms switching to Hybrid A/B schedule? My child’s class has less than 8 students. How is this 
going to help? 

A. The district is following the recommendations and guidance from the department of health during the highrisk 
matrix which defines small groups of 5 or less students in a group. 

 

Q. Tell me why teachers are no longer allowed to send home packets or folders with work and projects in it. I do not 
have a printer nor will I buy one. This doesn’t seem like an equitable option for families.... how will my kinder learn 
with just textbooks and whiteboards??? Kinders especially need supplemental work with coloring, cutting and hands 
on work.... not MORE computer time! Why are we suppressing my child’s education? 

A. Schools will be distributing materials and textbooks next week. District adopted curriculum, textbooks, 
supplemental curriculum, and consumables will be part of that distribution. 

 

Q. I have appreciated the thorough level of communication Puyallup has provided since summer showing thoughtful 
consideration of all models. Thank you! 

A. Thank you! 

 



Q. That graph is based on cases not deaths correct? 

A. That is correct. 

 

Q. What are you doing to ensure that teachers and subs have adequate tech training? Both the sub and my child's 
new teacher are struggling. 

A. There is no question that there is a learning curve. We are developing and adapting ongoing trainings around 
tech for both our teachers and subs. One thing that is really helpful is when specific user feedback is shared with the 
teacher. 

 

Q. Why are you not prioritizing and making plans to ensure that the youngest and most at need students have in 
person instruction made available to them??? For instance, K-2, where instruction is not practically feasible via 
distance learning 

A. We have plans for bringing our youngest students back. This presentation will highlight that plan. We are fully 
prepared to welcome students when we can. 

 

Q. Everything I read and see says teachers and principals cannot WAIT to get back to the classroom and see their 
students in person! With that said why are teachers and administration not speaking up to get kids back in the class 
and pushing back with the Heath department? The Heath department has given the district guidance only but is not 
mandatory. 

A. We need to follow the guidance of the health department. The safety of students and staff as well as the county 
residents are the motivation for their guidance. If the guidance of the health department is disregarded, it may be 
construed as negligent and put the district leaders and board in a position of liability and potentially loss of 
insurance coverage. 

 

Q. Is there a plan for people who are still not able to figure out the technology? Can people drop off pages of 
assignments at the school in a drop off box for teachers to grade at the end of the week? 

A. Yes. Dropping of assignments is an option at all of our schools. Please just reach out to the office about the 
specific process for your school. 

 

Q. It feels inconsistent that we keep changing their schedules. As a parent it is also difficult for me to plan as well. 
What is the problem with just setting the date to sometime in January so that we can focus on a consistent schedule 
that provides stability for all? 

A. We hear you and understand. We will be sharing our reopening phases in this presentation 

 

 

 

 



Q. The pausing of in person appears to ignore the significant negative impact (increases in abuse, increases in 
mental health issues, decreased learning) and the research on the minimal impact of COVID on most kids. 

Q. So why not pause on the Distance 2.0 learning and keep kids with their original class? The metrics were going up 
before the pause as I had stated in an email to the superintendent and was told that they were not, and they were 
moving forward with hybrid learning. 

A. In order to be ready for that pivot to onsite learning with short notice at any time this fall, we needed to create 
specific, separate hybrid and CL2.0 classrooms now 

 

Q. Why were kids not able to keep the same teachers or class and just use video in class for those who chose to stay 
home? I chose to keep my kids at home and their teachers changed. Now if I choose to put my kids back to in-class 
learning, let's say in the spring, my kids’ teachers will change again. There definitely was a gap in learning while 
these class changes occurred. 

A. This was just addressed...We make adjustments every year, based on actual enrollment vs. projected enrollment. 
The timing was coincidental for re-rostering and the pause on our K-1 Hybrid return. 

 

Q. I'd love to add a highlight - Mrs. Huff at Firgrove is so patient. She is so kind and truly cares about her students 
despite technical issues. I am so appreciative of her help and continuous communication when I send her emails with 
questions. As a working, single parent, I appreciate her help SO much. 

A.  Thank you so much. We will make sure to pass your gratitude on to Ms. Huff. 

 

Q. Why were the class sizes so uneven when you prematurely tried to go to hybrid and the hybrid classes were so 
small and the CL 2.0 were huge - especially since you said it was not allowed to move from CL 2.0 to hybrid, but was 
the other direction? 

A. Re-rostering classes under "normal" conditions is challenging - in a pandemic proved to be even more 
challenging, but not impossible. Administrators in both models are working together along with HR and our 
business office to ensure that rosters are as balanced as possible and honor parent/guardian model preferences. 

 

Q. Will the recording for this meeting be available? 

A. Yes, the link to the live event tonight will also be a link to a recording of the event for the next few weeks. 

 

Q. How are you going to assure that students in the PAGE model in junior high who stay on the CL 2.0 receive PAGE 
level instruction and all of their current course selections? 

A. All students who are identified as highly capable and are either in Young Scholars (K-2), QuEST (3-6), and PAGE 
(7-9) will be served in both CL2.0 and Hybrid models. 

 

 



Q. With the growing number of students moving to CL2.0, how do you plan to accommodate those class sizes going 
forward? 

A. We are monitoring requests for both CL 2.0 and Hybrid instructional models weekly. Currently there is balance 
between both programs with some capacity for movement between the two models. Where necessary, we will 
provide additional supports. 

 

Q. How many new teachers are you adding to CL 2.0? And when will we know if our kids will be shuffled to a 
different class, yet again? 

A. We were able to add seven additional teachers to the CL2.0 model without impacting the Hybrid model or 
requiring additional hiring funds. Families whose students will be moved to the new rosters will be contacted by the 
administrative team from the CL2.0 model by the end of this week. 

 

Q. My child is an IEP preschooler. She is currently, along with others, going to in-person classes. We were just 
informed that the IEP is now going hybrid. Is this true? IF so, how can the school/teachers be accurate on the IEP? 

A. Educational school teams and families will continue to collaborate to address IEP goals. Specific IEP goals and 
services for children can be addressed in both hybrid and continuous learning. 

 

Q. If we want to switch from online learning to hybrid who do we contact? 

A. Please share this information with your current classroom teacher and they will follow-up. 

 

Q. What role does the teachers union play in your decision making? 

A. All of our unions play a role in the decisions we make. In addition to the DOH guidelines, we also have contracts 
we must follow to ensure we honor our commitments to each group represented in the Collective Bargaining 
Agreements. 

 

Q. I also appreciate the hard work of teachers and administrators. We are all facing so much uncertainty, it is hard to 
plan anything, which makes reopening decisions and teaching very difficult! 

A. Thank you. This is a very challenging time for everyone. We know it is temporary. With support, we'll get through 
this! 

 

Q. When will parents have the opportunity to switch their learning model preference from distance to Hybrid? 

A. At the end of the trimester for elementary students and at the end of the semester for secondary students 

 

 

 



 

Q. For working parents having more than 2 weeks to plan is a big deal. Why haven't we called it like Sumner to say 
January at the earliest. 

A. K-6 is unlikely to return before January 7-12 no sooner than February, Special Education Self Contained shifting 
from Hybrid: Four-Days-A-Week to Hybrid: Two-Days-A-Week no sooner than October 27, 2020 Phase 3. 

 

Q. My question is why second grade is not a part of the 4 days a week hybrid model and is grouped with 2-6 grade 
for only 2 days a week. I feel that the kids in 2nd grade are too young to navigate the site on their own and needs 
lots of help with reading and navigating the online learning. 

A. We agree with you! In fact, we want all students to be in session as much as possible. Most of our constraints in 
the Hybrid model have to do with how many students we can safely bring in to learning spaces and honor the 6ft 
requirement. 

 

Q. Mario C. has said multiple times in board meetings your classrooms can have 15 students in them, so hybrid 
classes should be able to hold 30 students. Why were the class sizes for hybrid kept MUCH less than that while CL 
2.0 classes were made huge? 

A. Please keep in mind that we have to look at the physical capacity of our classrooms. If a Hybrid class has 12-15 
students assigned to it, that means 12-15 students on the attendance days. The actual class size is double that 
number, 24-30. 

 

Q. Will in-person classrooms be in Portables while some teachers teach on-line in a building? 

A. No. In person instruction will include an in-person teacher. 

 

Q. When we start the hybrid model, could students attend 2 consecutive days versus going every other day? Better 
routine and same "germs" for 2 days. 

A. The Task Force considered this option this summer as we were preparing for our CL2.0 and Hybrid models. It was 
decided that it would be better for students to see their teacher every other day, rather than after five days. 

 

Q. Will SPE students go back to 4 days in person learning once the COVID numbers go down? 

A. Possibly, up to a two-week notice will be given to families if a change is made. 

 

Q. How will the hybrid schedule work with families with siblings in different schools? Will that be going into 
consideration when schedules are being built for the students? 

A. Yes, families with siblings will be considered when building Hybrid A/B schedules. 

 

 



Q. Is the developmental preschool switching to hybrid A/B model on October 27th? 

A. Yes, based on the guidance from the department of health being in the high risk matrix, we are moving to small 
class groups of 5 or less students. Please feel free to connect with your child's teacher and or our special education 
department at (253) 841-8700. 

 

Q. If they are on the waitlist and there is room, why are we waiting until December to let kids swap from packed 
CL20 classes to hybrid? 

A. We are monitoring the numbers right now to create greater balance between the models. If possible to move 
students between models right now, we are doing so. However, once the numbers have stabilized, we will need to 
wait until December to gauge further movement and disruption. 

 

Q. Is the School Board meeting in person yet? If not, then why are you expecting teachers and students to meet in 
person? 

Q. Why aren't classes being taught on a fulltime basis? The kids are basically getting two days of education a week 
at best. I don't understand why there cannot be a full 45-minute class period for each class every day. Our children 
are not getting a full education 

A. We are using the best practices for online teaching. Dividing work into two categories, asynchronous and 
synchronous learning. Allowing individual work coupled with live teaching to happen. When students are in a brick 
and mortar setting you will find that portions of their day are spent doing individual learning, collaborative work, 
and transitions. Secondary classes are 50 minutes, 30 minutes instruction and 20 minutes of work time. Elementary 
live sessions are 30 minutes and 30 minutes of work time. 

 

Q. I just want kids back in school... :( 

A. We understand! We do too... 

 

Q. Do you still have to wait until after the first trimester to switch to hybrid? 

A. Families may contact their home schools and be added to a waitlist. 

 

Q January is very wise! Realistically you are looking at Spring Break. A change in national leadership plus a 6 week 
shutdown after January 20th, is HIGHLY likely... 

Q. When we return to hybrid when will we be given our schedule? We were given a date for reopening (before 
pause) but never supplied with an A or B schedule. This makes planning childcare difficult. 

A. Individual schools have those rosters prepared. They were ready before we paused bringing students back. 

 


